





Federation 1 last few vears, A common thing that
surfaced - was a communication gap. Ttwas arevelation
that ~some even feel neglected. T promised to mysclf o
v & help themy it |eans with farger participation and
with much better communication with them. With this
rded i mind 1. to improve our communication with all
the members of FOGST - we had sent letters to Presidents
& Sceoretaries of atl Societies of FOGST with a

iestionaire. The response s tremendous. Newer and
Brighter suggestions are pouring in. This will certanly
he s o place our priorities in the agenda of actions for
the vear 2000, My sineere thanks to all the Societies for
4 prompt rephyve Needless to say. that, reply from the
remaining socicties will follow soon. We will surely ty
our best o mmplement many of your suggestions as

quickly as possible.

. ead

Letus for a mimute consider the Himalayan task ahead of

v i the new millenmium. Our top priority 1s to stop the
almost vertical nise of our population curve. Surely we
do not want to be the “World Champtons™ in this arca,
W hat can we do to stabilize our population? The ideal
method will be to address the issues of unmet need by
identfving these necds according to lifeeyele approach.
Thistacludes paying specrd attenton to the needs to the
adolescents—-hoth unmarried & married. TEis necessary
o change our concept from “focus on demand™ to “focus
on need” & to take account of gender perspective which
myvolves payimg attention o the needs of both men &
women. Most mportant is the necessity of ivolving
men i eftorts to meet the needs of women. Involvement
tmen will prevent violence against women & will help

toestablish the Woman's Right - thatis due for centuries.

Newt mothe agendas 1s our unaceeptably high maternal
maortality. This is perhaps the paradox of the century,
that we know itall-how & why ithappens-cyven then we
can o stop or slow down this colossal preventable death
ol voung women. Maternal Mortality, soon after the
colontal rules. was 2000 per 100.000 Tive births, is now
420 per 100,000 five births, This amounts to 148,000
deaths per vear or I every Sminutes. 12 years ago

WITO expressed therr viston in Nairobi, by saying “We
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face a tragedy of multiple causes and we must confront
the challenge with o multiple strategy. We must stop
hehaving asif there were a single magic bulfet that could
slay this dragon™ (Maternal deathy. Tt was thought then.
that maternal mortality could be lowered by tmproving
the women’s status & her educational opportunities
coupled with fertility control and by establishing. m the
antenatal visits, a relation between those imvolyved mthe
health care system (professionals or not) and the pregnant
women.  This rdealistic viston of sate motherhood did
not have the expected outcome. It resulted 1
responsibility & motivation bemg taken away from the
main layers in the maternal health programme: they are
decision makers, funding agencies & the obstetricians.
Today, more than ever, it is abundantly clear. that the
solution lies in the hands of the Obstetricians. To reduce
the maternal mortality & morbidity, Essential Obstetrie
Care must be accessible to all pregnant population. This
means that m very area of the country. there must be
professionals 1.e. physicians, midwives and nurses,
trained by the obstetrictans, who will be able to provide
hite saving medical & surgical procedures during the hom
of urgent need. This coal will be attamable only 1l the
politictans, the public health professionals & the
obstetrictans join forees and work together. The tunding
agencies should contrtbute to the development ot
facthities, where basic obstetric care can be practised. Our
health authorities should encourage & support the rramine
ot adequate health professionals and their proper
remunceration at first referral hospitals with motvation.
We the obstetricians should be conscious of the fact that
our first mission 1s to make avaitable high quality esseatial
& emergeney obstetrie services for our women throughout
the country. I we do not fulfil these eritena, the Sale
Motherhood Inttiative may well remain orphan for the
next 12 years! Weo the members of FOGSTL promise 1o
devote ourschves in all spheres of Tife to achieve success

n these arcas.

If we analyse. some other important basic demoaraphie
parameters ot our population, we find that, our crude birth
rate has dropped from 40.8 m 1951 to 26 per 1000
population m 1998 - target being 21 by 2000, The total
fertility rate was 3% in 1998 compared 1o 6.1 i 1951

& target being 2.3 (source The srate of World Children 19951,







herght. Your serviee to the humanity s FOGSEs wealth,
vour update knowledge is our strength & your friendship

s fegendary.

I thank all the members ot the 431rd AICOG's organising
committee. headed by Prot. Chandravati, with a team of
full time dedicated workers. Ishould have named many
more of these workers but the Timitation on time does
not permit me. [ will do myustice 1 I do not mention the
very hard work done by Prot. Vinita Das, the Organising

cretary. Greatness of these two ladies are. that they
never teke 1w rong o any advice given to them for this
congress. T hknow what they had to face for the suceess

of this congress. [thank you and all your colleagues.

predecessor vill agree that any of them had. to
devote a lot of tme on the road o become President &
also during the Presidentship. This meant away from
come many weekends ina row without bothering about
_ wsuial domestic problems. For this T am indebted to

my dear wife Kreishna, amember of FOGST & my children

& my Parents. Without their blessings & support. |

wouldn't have managed the show. Isincercely thank them

all.

[ come from the City of Rabindranath Tagore. Sol it s
appropriate that I conclude with @ comment from

Gurudey, written in 1924 in an cassy called "Women™,

Life should be like a lamp
where the potentiality of light
iy fur greater in guantity than

what appears as the flame.
Women symbolises the tlame.
Ladies & Gentlemen at the dawn of the new millennium.
I wish cach of you & your family a happy & peacetul
New Year - New Era-with lots of success. God biess yvou

all.

Long live FOGSI
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